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•.fhen ] 2 rso D a n i e l s c o n t a c t e d ;.Le about -naking a r e p o r t on the s c h o o l s 
of t h i s ai^ea<> I consented v j i t h a g r e a t d e a l of r e l u c t a n c e , because 
1 f o l t i h a d v e r y l i t t l e knowledge o f t h i s s u b j e c t o However, v / i t h t l i e 
h e l p o f ^ ^ s e v e r a l people; 2hr John LaPa^^fvOj Joe I l g ? and t a l k i n g to 
G-eorge Laj?orte and C a l v i n , k r s D i c k e r s o n , A n n e t t e i i i e m e r , John l a i c h a e l i s 
and o t h e r s , 1 v/as a o l e to get q u i t e a b i t of i n f o r m a t i o n and I v/isn to 
s a y a hoc^rty "'thank you'' to eve.yone t h a t h e l p e d me • The f i r s t p e r son 
I c o n t a c t e d v/as John LaPa^ve, who v/as born here and who has l i v e d here 
a l l h i s l i f C o The f a t h e r came here about the same time as Pete Vance. 
I n f a c t K r o L a ? a v e t o l d me t h a t h i s f a t h e r and Mr» Vciuce met i n t h e 
v/oods one d a y and each v/as amazed, b e c a u s e each thought he v/as the 
on l y v / h i t e ;u.n i n t h e v i c i n i t y o The LaPave's s t a r t e d t h e i r I s l a n d 
russort i n 1888 on the i s l a n d on I s l a n d Lake knov/n a s Gensberg's I s l a n d , 
t h u s becoming t h e o r e d e c e s s o r of our rcesort I n d u s t r y . John^s t h r e e 
o l d e r b r o t h e r s v/ont t o s c h o o l i n Odana v/here they s t a y e d a t the boa r d i n g 
s c h o o l and \/or2:ed to h e l p pay f o r t h e i r room and board and e d u c a t i o n . 
".;hen John was about 9 y e a r s of age, he a t t e n d e d a s c h o o l i n a lumbering 
tov/n nauied .Buswell^ T h i s tov/n v/as b u i l t on the most Southwestern bay 
of what v/e know as Papoose Lake o I t c o n s i s t e d of tv/o m i l l s - a saw m i l l 
and a p l a n i n g m i l l , a b o a r d i n g h o u s e , s t o r e , s c h o o l and the homes of 
•une v/orkers and the owner, t i r L a F a v e s a y s t h a t the home of Hro B u s v / e l l 
v/as a v e r y p a l a t i a l one o v e r l o o k i n g t h e l a k e c.nd the town from the h i l l 
s i d e . r a i l r o a d ''Y" had been b u i l t i n from B o u l d e r J u i i c t i o U o One arm 
of t h e went to B u s w e l l , the o t h e r to 'hie h o r t h shore of R e s t Lake 
j u s t n o r t h o f the p r e s e n t Camp J o r n , and i t was c a l l e d " H i l e y V s Hoist'', 
c i e v e r a l y e a r s l a t e r , t h e e n t i r e town o f B u s w e l l v/as d e s t r o y e d by f i r e , 
and t h e ov/ner moved to Oregon and s t a r t e d a n o t h e r l u m b e r i n g town of the 
same namco John s a y s t h a t he Imows i n the woods o f f the shore o f 
Papoose Lake wnere t h e c o n c r e t e abutt:aents and p i e c e s of rods and b o l t s 
and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t are s t i l l l e f t from the o l d m i l l s i t e and h e s a y s 
u / i a t he c o u l d tc.ke anyone t h e r e and show i t to theBi, t h u t i t ' s s t i l l 
t n e r e i n t h e woods, i ' l r . LaPave s a y s i t v/as over 5 m i l e s e a c h v/ay t o 
s c h o o l and t h a t i s v/hy he d i d n ' t s t a r t u n t i l he v/as 9 y e a r s o l d because 
n i s i,iother s-md he v/asn't b i g enough t o go t h a t f a r o And befo r e the 
l a k e a r o s e ovor i n t h e f a l l , n i s f a t h e r r a f t e d a p a i r of I n d i a n ponies 
o v e r to xhe isL,. nd and t h e y kept them t h e r e and housed and f e d them 
ov e r v / i n t e r i n an o l d i c e house. Then on v v r y c o l d d a y s , tne c n i l d r e n 
w ere tch^en p a r t v/ay to s c h o o l v / i t h uhe p o n i e s . P o r s e v e r a l y e a r s a f t e r 
t h i s t h e r e v/as no s c h o o l i n the a r e a u n t i l a co t t a g e a t Buck's S p i d e r 
Lake He s o r t , v/hich v/e knov/ a s K o e r n e r s was used f o r a s c h o o l f o r t h r e e 
f: l i l i e s , t h e buck, LaPave, and Huircington f a m i l i e s o T h i s c o t t a g e 
stood betv/een the p r e s e n t l a i m d r y and the r e c r e a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g and f o r 
..lany yec.rs Wc.s used f o r a g i r l ' s d o r m i t o r y , b u t i t has bee n t o r n dov/n 
since''Koerner's s o l d the r e s o r t . Soon a f t e r t h i s , Max Engleman, v/ho 
ov/ned the p r e s e n t P e e r P a r k Lodge, s t a r t e d a s c h o o l i n t h e k i t c h e n of 
the lodgeo He, h i m s e l f , t a u g h t . T h i s v;as a l o g b u i l d i n g , w h i c h v^as 



-.-oved to raake room f o r the b e g i n n i n g of tne p r e s e n t h o t e l , and mr. 
LaPave s a y s tne l a s t time he saw i t i t was s t i l l back i n the woods; 
n e doesn't ]m::uw f o r s u r e i f i t i s s t i l l t h e r e or n o t . bo^n a f t e r t h i s , 
about the e a r i j f 1900's^ a s c h o o l v/as b u i l t i n the woods between L e e r 
P a r k and Yoss Lodge o LIr. LaPave s a y s t h a t the m a t e r i a l came from the 
s c h o o l a t P u s v / e l l , but he i s n ' t s u r e whether t h e y t o r e i t dov/n and used 
'hie l U i i b e r , or whether t h e y :iovea i t , and the f i r s t r e a l s c h o o l b u i l d i n g 
was b u i l t o P h i s v/as a one room schoo^., the h a l l or e n t r y , a s i t was 
u c ; l l e d , a c r o s s une e n t i r e f r o n t . The f i r s t t e a c h e r was Troy Gordon of 
otevons P o i n t (and i n c i d e n t a l l y i n 1913 ^nd 1914 I a t t e n d e d S t e v e n s 
a o i n t c o l l e g e v/ixh h i s b r o t h e r v/hose name was R o y a l ) , O t h e r s who 
•Jcught t h e r e were l i r s h i c h a r d b l e i g h t , b r , about the y e a r 1917 f o r 'uwo 
terms and s i i e s a i d she boarded w i t h vhe L o v e l e s s f a m i l y over on A l d e r 
L.-ae and w a l k s f r o a t n e r e to the s c h o o l through the woods and she s..id 
t h e y s i : a r t e a i n the a o r n i n g i n the w i n t e r time b e f o r e i t was d a y l i g h t . 
The c n i l d r e n would \valk w i t h h e r . Others who t a u g h t t h e r e were 
O e r a i d i n e xxudrev/s^ a H i s s L a i a a r r , (Audrey c o u l d n ' t remember v/nat h e r f i r s t 
na^ic v/as) Madeline C a r l o , and . : - h y l l i s ^aiarews, and t h e r e were (bthers but 
I c o u l d n ' t get any ..acre names, i h y l l i s A n d r e w s happens to be the t e a c n e r 
"./ho paclred up a l l the books and e v e r y t h i n g and helped move the s c h o o l 
from t h a t l o c a t i o n up to the p r e s e n t l o c a t i o n , h r Knopp purchased the 
ol d b u i l - i n g , and t o r e i t down, and used the lu.nber to b e g i n the p l a c e 
V'here h i s ho.iio una shop now i s . That o l d s c h o o l i s p a r t of t h ^ t b u i l d i n g o 
-̂.:.ong the fc... l i l i e s a t t e n d i n g the s c h o o l v/ere Bochsons, L o v e l e s s , LaPave, 
P o r i e t , I l g , Otto, W i l s o n , Johnson, V o s s , h e l s o n , and Meyer f a m i l i e s . 
Tnei'e were so le i n t e r e s t i n g s i d e l i g h t s on t h i s periodo K r . Johnson, 
\/aei ' e P i n t e r s ''woudchuck Hollov/'' now i s , i n the w i n t e r t i m e , u s e a to 
c a r r y Booby on h i s bc.ch a c r o s s t h e i c e on Manitov/ish L a k e . O l i v e LaPave 
a n a h.^r oroti-.er G h c ^ r l i e , used to r i d e a dog s l e d t o s c h o o l . And vhien 
"ohoj' got t h e r e i n the morning, they s e n t the dog home, and the ;.iOther 
took o f f the h a r n e s s , and i n the a f t e r n o o n , v/hen i t was about tiiae to 
go t o s c h o o l , the dog v/as ther;^ to get on h i s h a r n e s s and she v/ould 
n a r n e s s him to the s l e d and send him to s c h o o l . ' when he got t h e r e , he 
barked a n t i l the g i r l came out and t i e d him t i l l s c h o o l v/as out, and 
tijon he took them home againo The Brov/n f a m i l y l i v e d where the p r e s e n t 
O a s i s i s now l o c a t e d and i n the w i n t e r , they took t h e i r o l d w h i t e h o r s e , 
p i c k e d up t h e o t h e r c h i l d r e n a l ong the v/ay, l i k e I l g ' s c h i l d r e n and 
t a o s e , drove as f a r as K o e r n e r ' s r e s o r t v/nere they l e f t t h e horse i n 
hic b a rn and v/alked the r e s t ox "Lhe v/ay to the s c h o o l to r e t u r n t h a t f a r 
ag.mn a t n i g h t to e i t h e r r i d e or s k i behind the h o r s e , and many t i m e s 
t h e y s k i e d or walked a l l t h e v/ay through the v/oods. About the e a r l y 
1900's t h e r e v/ere 'tv/o s c h o o l s o p e r a t i n g i n ' t h e areao One was h e l d i n 
the o l d o t a t e House b u i l a i n g a t ta.e s i t e of G a r b e r s and t h e P i r e Tov/er. 
They d i d n ^ t b u i l d a s c h o o l b u i l d i n g , the O t a t e House v/as used, and t h a t 
v/as c J.lled t h e A e s t Lake ,-;Chool. V/hen I t r i e d to f i n d out the name of 
tne s c h o o l i n the v/oods down by .Yoss's and mrs. S l e i g h t s a y s when she 
v/as t e a c n i n g the.-/e i n 1917, i t was j u s t a c e r t a i n nuaber s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , 
she doesn't remember t h e nuaber, oh uhe Tovm of Plaidbeau, because a t 
t h a t time i t was p a r t of Pl^mibeau, and then of c o u r s e , when the s c h o o l 
/̂c.s b u i l t up h e r e , i t v/as c a l l e d the S p i d e r Lake bchool u n t i l the town 
na >ie vmis c n a n t e d , and 'bhen i t was c a l l e d tne m a n i t o w i s h w a t e r s ;^chool. 
..men the:.e v e r e enough c h i l d r e n , those i n the n o r t h e r n p a r t of town went 
to t h e .dost Lame uj^chool, those i n the s o u t h e r n p a r t went t o the one near 
Y o s s ' S o Two oP the t e a c n e r s a t the P e s t Lake S c h o o l were I d a P e t e r s o n , 
.-.d :To.'i.:.i.elin T a r i o , and Joe I l g t o l d me t h a t i n the w i n t e r months, a f t e r 
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R e s t l a k e f r o z e o v e r , th.at K a t h e l i n and a c o u s i n of h e r s t i i a t iriade 
h e r none v/ i t h t .em, mr ' f a r i o , use a to b r i n g them a c r o s s the i c e of 
hest^L^-ke to the s c h o o l , mr T a r i o v/as a c a r e t a k e r f o r the F a s h ' S o 
c;oe i l g s a y s t h a t f o r a few months, he doesn't remember e:<actly when, 
tj:.e s c n o o l was h e l d i n one of the c a b i n s a t t h e i r r e s o r t . Now he 
a o e s n ' t knov/ v/hy, i f they c o u l d n ' t g e t the S t a t e House a t t h a t time o r 
n o t , he c a n ' t remenber t h a t * He t e l l s of h i s mother making a b i g 
k e t t l e of soup and the c h i l d r e n c a r r y i n g t h i s o i g k e t t l e of soup to 
s c h o o l v / i t h them i n the morning, xhen the t e a c h e r s e i : i t on tne s t o v e 
^-i-id e v e r y .O'Vy hcid soup, and he s a i d sometijies a l l she had to make the 
soup out of v/as p o t a t o e s , but tney had potato soupo These two s c h o o l s 
were s t i l l i n ase u n t i l about 1930o I can xGffieuiber wnen I f i r s t 
a ttenaeci s c h o o l board ineetlngs h e r e , t h a t t h e y v o t e d to c l o s e the Host 
l a k e ochool and t r a n s p o r t the p u p i l s to the o t h e r s c h o o l . B u t as f a r 
a s I luiow t h e r e n e v e r v/ere any s c h o o l s h e l d t h e r e a f t e r we came h e r e . ' 
..cout 1930 the tv/o s c h o o l s were s t i l l i n use when the f i r s t pc:rt of 
tae ;;resent s c h o o l v/as b u i l t . T h i s v/as a one room s t r u c t u r e f o r grades 
one to e i g h t p and now houses tne i n t e r u i e d i a t e rooms, tne h a l l and f r o n t 
o n t r ^ n c e , the d i n i n g roo.a, k i t c h e n , ^ j a n i t o r s c l o s e t , and the g i r l ' s 
r e s t room. T n i s v/as c a l l e d the S p i d e r Lake o c h o o l from about the time 
i t was b u i l t u n t i l the name of the town was changed to i f e n i t o w i s h w a t e r s 
v/nen i t bsca.je the manitowish Watej?s a c h o o l . The second a d d i t i o n v/as 
b u i l t about 1946 and houses the upper g r a d e s , l i b r a r y , a u d i t o r i t i m , s t a g e , 
and the boy's r e s t room, m l i t t l e o ver a y e a r ago a t h i r d room was 
l e a s e d from the S t a t e r i g h t behind the o t h e r b u i l d i n g and houses the 
premary g r a d e S o T h i s room has been i n use a l i t t l e over a y e a r . dome 
of tne t e a c h e r s v/ho have taught i n t h i s l o u i l d i n g , t h a t i s the f i r s t 
buil.'.ing from the time i t Wc-s b u i l t v/ere I h y l l i s ^mdrews, K a t h a l i n T a r i o , 
V e r o n i c a G-aber, L o r e thy B r u e l , m i s s h e l l y , L o r e t h y L a v i s , I ' i r s . hegberg, 
h r s B a r t , i-irs I l g , Helen malm, h r Hodge, Mrs. S l a v m s k i , mr. h e f f , 
x i r s J anes L a r o r t e , and I , m y s e l f , taught t h e r e f o r about 2 months, 
.mid a t the p r e s e n t W a l t e r B n g e l , John Hermy, and Mrs M c K e l l e r are the 
t e a c h i n g s t a f f s B e s i d e s t n i s , a s i x v/eek k i n d e r g a r t e n i s h e l d f o r 
p r e - s c h o o l e r s d u r i n g the su.;it.er, and a band i n s t r u c t o r comes once each 
v/eek, a v o c a l music t e a c h e r comes t w i c e a v/eek, and a cook, h e l p e r , 
and ; h n i t o r keep t h i n g s i n good corof o r t a b l e c o n d i t i o n . Tow busses 
b r i n g the p u p i l s to and f r o m the s c h o o l e-..ch dc.y, s u p e r v i s e d playground 
a c t i v i t i e s see t h a t they g e t p l e n t y ^-f h e l p f u l a c t i v i t i e s . T n i s i s a 
f a r c r y from wnen I b e g a n ' t e a c h i n g i n 1917o I r e c e i v e d HO f o r 20 days 
t e a c h i n g , mc.de my ov/n f i r e , d i d lay ov/n j a n i t o r work, c a r r i e d the v/ater 
and s h o v e l e d the snov/ i n w i n t e r . My s i s t e r , who began about f o u r 
y e a r s l a t e r , and i s s t i l l t e a c h i n g f i r s t grade i n a c o n s o l i d a t e d d i s t r i c t , 
r e c e i v e d i n e x c e s s of <-J7000 a y e a r , and I might add, d e s e r v e s e v e r y 
penny of i t . I would l i k e to c l o s e v / i t h t h e s e w o r d s i 

S t i l l s i t s the s c h o o l house by the r o a d , A ragged beggar s u n n i n g 
and round tne h i l l the Simiac's grow. And b l a c k b e r r y v i n e s a r e 

r t m n i n g , 
W i t h i n the m a s t e r s desk i s seen, deep a c a r e a by r a t s o f f i c i a l , 
the w a r p i n g f l o o r , the b a t t e r e d desk, the j a c k k n i f e s c a r v e d 

i n i t i a l , 
c n a r c o a l f r e s c o on i t s w a l l s , i t s f l o o r s warn s i l l s b e t r a y i n g 

f e e t t n a t c r e e p i n g slow to s c h o o l , went s t o r m i n g out to p l a y i n g . 

mong y e a r s ago, a w i n t e r sun shone over i t a t s e t t i n g 
to touch the 'tangled golden c u r l s and brov/n eyes f u l l 01 g r i e v i n g 
of one v/ho s t i l l ^ h e r s t e p s d e l a y e d when a l l the s c h o o l was l e a v i n g . 
I) 



F o r near rie r stood tiae l i t t l e boy, her c h i l d i s h f a v o r s i n g i n g 
h i s c.-.p p u l l e d lev/ upon h i s f a c e , wnere c r y and shcmie v/ere 

mingled a 
fusninv: v;itn r e s t l e s s f e e t the snow, to r i g n t and l e f t he l i n g e r e d 
as n e r v o u s l y her t i n y hand, vhe blue cnecked aprong f i n g e r e d * 

He sav/ her l i f t h e r e y e s , he f e l t xhe s o f t hand l i g h t c a r r e s s i n g , 
and heard the tremble, of her v o i c e as i f a f a u l t c o n f e s s i n g , 
I'm s o r r y t h a t I s p e l l e d the v/ord, I h a t e to go above you, 
because the brown eyes lov/ered t e l l . 

He l i v e s to l e a r n i n l i f e ' s h a r d s c h o o l . S m a l l few can pass 
above him, 

Lc.ment t . o i r trium.phs and h i s l o s s , l i k e h e r , because they 
l o v e h i m o 


