a. B B5Y M Rls " PZPOWSKI, Town Treasurer, before the lManitowish wWaters
Histox 1cal Agsociation Harcnh 1, 1966

Yol SUHOOLL I3 A NITOwIoH WALERS

When l.rs. Daniels contacted qe about making a report on the schools
T this & I consented with o great deal of rcluctance, because
L"j little knowledge of this subject. However, with the
‘el people; Mr Jonn LQF pVe, Joe Ilg, and talking to
and Calvin, lrs Dickerson, annette Hiemer, John Michaelis
wus able to getl quite a bit of information and I wish to
heur“y thank you" to eve.yone thal helped me., The first Uerson
cted was John Lales ﬁve, who was born here and who has 11 red her
1' life., The father caine here about the same time as Pete Vunce.
fact Lr. LaFave told me that his father and lr. Vance met in the

one d and esach was amazed, because each thought he was the
Mmite wan in the vicinity. The LaFave's started their Island

aesort in 1888 on the islund on Island Lake known as Gensberg's Island,
thus becoming the predecessor of our Resort Industry. John's taree
older brothers went to school in Ocdana wiere they stayed at the boarding
school end worked to help pay for their room and board and education.
.ien John was avout 9 years of age, he attended a school in a lumbering
town named Suswell, This town was bullt on the most Southwestern bay

o what we lkilow as Papoose Luke., It consisted of two mills-a saw mill

“nd @ planinsg mill, & boarding house, store, school and the homes of
- = : , - ..j - - 7 , .
B vorkers wnd the owner. Iir LaFave says that the nome of lir. Buswell

a
e
s & very »alatial one ovellooxlng the lake =nd the town from the hill
a 4 railroad "Y" had been built in from Boulder Junction. One arm
he "Y" went to Buswell, the other to vhe North shore of Rest Like
north of the present Canp Jorn, aund it was called "Riley's Hoist".
ral years later, tne entire town of Buswell was destroyed by fire,
tine owner moved to Uregon and started another lumbering town of the
nene, John says that he kaows in the woods off the shore of
- se Lleke wnere the concrete abuttiwents and pieces of rods and volts
znd tizings like that are still left from the old mill site and he says
uzut he could teke anyone there and show it to them, thuat it's still
tnere in the woods. Iir. IaFave says it was over 5 miles each way to
gchool and Thut is why he didn't start until he was 9 years old because
2isz wother s.id he wesn't bigz ‘uoagu to go that far. 4and before the
izke droze over in the fall, his father rafted a pair of Indian ponies
over to the isl.nd and uﬂey zept them there and housed and fed them
over winter in aa old ice house., Then on viry cold days, the ciildren
ere bteken part way to school with the ponies. For several years after
tihis there wus no oChOOl in the area uﬂtll a cottage at Buck's Spider
Lake Resort, which we know as noeraers was used for a school for three
rroilies, the buck, Ialave, and unulnguon families. This cottuge
stood between the present 1aUﬁdry and the recreational building and for
18Ny yesrs vas used for a girl's dormitory, but it has been torn down
since Koerner's sold the resort. ©Soon after this, Hax Engleman, who
wneG the wresent Deer Park Lodge, started a school in the kitchen of
the lodge. He, himself, taught. This was a log building, which was



£ the present hotel, and iir.
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in the woods between Deer
et the material came Irom the
sciiool &t Buswell, but he isn't sure whether they tore it down and used
the lwaber, or whether they a2oved it, and the first real school building
was built. ‘his was a one room school, the hall or entry, as it was
celled, across the entire front. The first teacher was Troy Gordon of
otevens roint (and incidentully in 1913 and 1914 I attended Stevens
soint college with his brother whose name was Royal). Others who
teugsnt there were kirs dichard Slsight, Sr, about the year 1917 for two
teris and sihe said she boerded with the Loveless family over on alder
snd walke fron there to the school through the woods and she suid
sterted in the worning in the winter time before it was Gaylight.
‘e children would walk with her. Others who taught there were
Geruldine andrews, a Fiss Labiarr,(audrey couldn't reamember wiaut her Tirst
nawe was) ladeline Cario, and hyllis sndrews, and there were ovthers but
I couldn't get sny more names. rhyllis sandrews happens to be the teacner
cked up all the bo ‘and everything and helped move the school
] 5% Llocation up to the present location. UMHr Knopp purchased the
old puilcing, and tore it down, and used the luaber to begin the pluce
und shoy now is. That old school is part of th«t building.
attending the school were Bochsons, Loveless, LaXave,
iilson, Johnson, Voss, Welson, aud leyer fwallies.
> interesting sidelights on this period. Nr. Johnson,
Joudchuck Hollow' now is, in the winter time, useu 1o
hig beck across the ice on Hanitowish Lake. )live Llelave
Cnarlie, used to ride & dog sled b0 school. 4nd wien
in the worning, they seunt the dog home, and the :xother
the harness, and in the afternoon, when it was about time to
=0 to school, the cog was ther:z to get on his harness and she would
narness him to whe sled and send him to school. When he got there, he
barked until the girl came out and tied him till school was out, &and
thien he took Them home again. The Brown faimily lived where the present
Ousis ie now located and in the winter, they took their old white horse,
niciked un the other children along the way, like Ilg's chiléren and
tinose, drove as far as Koerner's resort where they left the horse in
s1e barn and walked the rest of the way to the school to return that far

in at night to either ride or ski behind the horse, and many times

hool was
Ffark and Voss Lodge. iir. LaFave says
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they skied or walked all the wey thrcugh the woods. About the early
1900's there were two schools operating in” the area. One was held in
the old $thate House bullding at tiue site of Garbers and the Iire Tover.
Ohew éidn't build a school building, the State House was used, &nd thet

cke wchool. When I tried to find out the neme of
ds Gown by Voss's and Mrs. Sleight says when she

in 1917, it was just a certain number school district,
. er the nusber, oi ths Town of Fla.ibeau, becazuse at
that time it was part of Flambeau, and then of course, wien the school
ves built up here, it was called the Spider Lake sehool until tiie town
ted, and then it was called tue fiunitowish wWaters wchool.
nen GSheie weire enouzh children, those in the northern part of town went
©o the Jost Loxe wehool, those in the southern part went to the one near
Joss's. wo 02 the teacuers ut the Hest Lake bchool were JIda Peterson,

end Joe Ilg told ae that in the winter mouths, after
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ﬂest e over, thet Nathelin and & cousin of hers that meade
her hox 1 t..em, Hr fYario, useu¢ to bring them across the ice of
na8t Leke to the school. e ﬂ rio wes & careteker ior tbe Nesh'se

Joe Il; says that for a few months, he doesn't reizember exactly when,
toe sciool wes held in one of tie cabins at their resort. Now he
aﬂesn'c know why, irf they couldn't get the Steéte House at that time or
not, he can't rem *bor that. &He tells oi his mother meking a big
kettle of soup and thne children carrying t i“ pig kettle of soup to
sciool with tnem in thke morning, tThen the teacher set it on the stove
ad every.ody nad soup, andé he said “OﬂetLﬂeS all she had to make the
Soup cut 0l was potatoes, but taey had potato soup. These two schools

viere still in use until uoou 1930, I can remember wien I first
aitended school vosrd meetings nere, that they voted to close the Rest
Like ichool and chiSqorL the pupils to the other scnool. But es far
&8 I lmow there never were any schools held there affer we came here.
sbout 1830 the two schools were still in use when the first pert of

vae present school was built. This was a one room structure for grades
one to sight, @and now houses the inucf“edi;te roons, the hall and froat
cntrence, the dining room, kitchen, janitors closet, and the girl's

rent woom. This was called the Spider Lake School *”om about the tine

it was built uniil the name of the town was changed %o lienitowish Waters
wien it beca.ae the Hanitowish daters school. The second addition was
built about 1946 and houses the upper grades, library, auditoriua, stage,
end the boy's rest room. 4 1little over & year ago a third room was

wed ne Stave right behina the otaer DullQLﬂS Qnd hUUbeo the

5. This room has been in use a little over a year. 3one
i rs who have teught in this building, thal is the first
iiLang LfO# the time it wes built were rhyllis andrews, Nalhalin Tario,
er “ipa Gaber, Dorothy Bruel, kiss ﬁeily, Dorothy Davis, lirs. Lhegberg,
rs Bart, Mrs Ilg, Helen Melm, Mr Hodge, ¥Mrs. Slavinski, ¥Mr. Heil,

rs Jases uc'orte, end I, nyself, ughéhu there for about 2 months.
-nd av the wresent walter Zngel, John Hermy, and lirs licKeller are the
teaching staff. Besides tais , a six week kindergarten is held for
wre-schoolers during the swaser, and a bund instructor cowmes once each
wsek, & vocal music teacher comes twice a week, and a cook, helper,

cnd Jinitor keep things in good comfortable condition. Tow busses
bri tke aunils to and from tiwe school e.ch day, supervised slayground
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scvivities see that they get plenty of helpful activities. This is a
Tar ery from ween I began teaching in 1917. I received $40 for 20 d&JS
teaching, de ny own ¢1re, did my own janitor work, carrieda the water
i shoveled the snow in winter. Ky sister, who began a&bout four
l

Ars ¢ate“, and is still teaching first grzade in a consolidated district,
ceived in exzcess of $T7000 a year, and I might add, deserves every
ﬁenay of it. I would like to close with tﬂese words:

S5till sits the school houoe by the road, & ragged beggar sunning
end round the hill the Sumac's grow, And bluohoerry vines are
running
within the masters desk 1is ueen, deep scarea by rats official,
tie warping ivloor, the battered desk, the jackknifes carved
initial,
coharcoal fresco on its walls, its floors warn sills betraylnb
‘eet that creeving slow to school, went storming out to playing.

Long yeurs ago, & winter sun shone over it at setting
to touch the tungled golden curls and brown eyes Tull of @rleVIAb

07 one whno still her steps delayed when all the school was leaving
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Por nesr her stood the 1little boy, her childish favor sing ging

nis cup pulled low upon his Tuce, where cry and shame were
mingled.

Ffushing with reastless feet the snow, to ;i;nt and left he lingered

as nervously her 4iny hand, he blue cirecked aprong Tingered.

fe saw her 1ift her eyes, he felt the soft hand lléﬂt carressing,
and heard the tremble. of her voice as if a fault confess Sing.

I'm sorry that I spelled the word, I hate to go above you,
because the brown eyes lowered tell,

e lives to learn in life's hard school. Small few can nass

: anove him,

Lenent t.cir triumphs and his loss, like her, because they
love him,

1 1- - ~
Thank you.



